
CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
 

July 22, 2020 
 

 The City Council of the City of David City, Nebraska, met in open public session at 
7:00 p.m. in the lower level of the David City Auditorium at 699 Kansas Street, David City, 
Nebraska.  The Public had been advised of the meeting by publication of notice in The 
Banner Press on July 16th, and an affidavit of the publisher is on file in the office of the City 
Clerk.  The Mayor and members of the City Council acknowledged advance notice of the 
meeting by signing the Agenda which is a part of these minutes.  The advance notice to the 
Public, Mayor, and Council members conveyed the availability of the agenda, which was kept 
continuously current in the office of the City Clerk and was available for public inspection on 
the City’s website.  No new items were added to the agenda during the twenty-four hours 
immediately prior to the opening of the Council meeting.  The meeting was held at the City 
Auditorium due to the COVID-19 pandemic so as to incorporate social distancing strategies.  
[It is recommended that individuals be kept at least 6 feet apart.]   
 
 Present for the meeting were:  Mayor Alan Zavodny, Council members Tom Kobus, 
Dana Trowbridge, Pat Meysenburg, Kevin Hotovy, John Vandenberg, and Bruce Meysenburg, 
City Administrator Clayton Keller, City Attorney James Egr, and Deputy City Clerk Tami Comte. 
 
 Also present for the meeting were:  Adam Elm, CPA with Schumacher, Smejkal, 
Brockhaus & Herley, P.C., Leah Meyer with the Nebraska Recycling Council, Sheriff Tom Dion, 
City Clerk-Treasurer Joan Kovar, Account Clerk Lori Matchett, Jim Angell, Deb Dinkelman, 
Jackie Masek, Jeff Hilger, Janis Cameron, Park/Auditorium employee Nathan Styskal, Interim 
Water Supervisor Aaron Gustin, Sewer Plant Operator Emmalyn Gaudio-Gustin and Molly 
Hunter of the Banner Press. 
 
 The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 Mayor Zavodny informed the public of the “Open Meetings Act” posted on the north wall 
by the entrance and asked those present to silence their cell phones. 
 
 The minutes of the July 8th and 15th, 2020 meetings of the Mayor and City Council were 
approved upon a motion by Council member Trowbridge and seconded by Council member Pat 
Meysenburg.  Voting AYE:  Council members Pat Meysenburg, Kobus, Vandenberg, Bruce 
Meysenburg, Trowbridge, and Hotovy.  Voting NAY:  None.  The motion carried.   
 
 Adam Elm, CPA with Schumacher, Smejkal, Brockhaus & Herley, P.C. was in 
attendance to present the audited Financial Statements for fiscal year ended September 30, 
2019.  He stated that the City is in pretty good financial condition, as far as municipalities go, 
and they didn’t find any material misstatements. 
 
 Council member Hotovy made a motion to advance to agenda items #16 and #17: 
Consideration of Resolution No. 20-2020 authorizing and providing for the incurrence of 
indebtedness for the purpose of providing a portion of the cost of acquiring, constructing, 
enlarging, improving, and/or extending its sanitary sewer system (USDA) and Consideration of 
the Economic Opportunity Program agreement with the State of Nebraska, Dept. of 
Transportation for “S” Street intersection.  Council member Kobus seconded the motion.  Voting 
AYE:  Council members Trowbridge, Bruce Meysenburg, Pat Meysenburg, Vandenberg, Hotovy 
and Kobus.  Voting NAY:  None.  The motion carried. 
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 Council member Hotovy introduced Resolution No. 20-2020 and moved for its passage 
and adoption.  Council member Bruce Meysenburg seconded the motion.  Voting AYE:  Council 
members Trowbridge, Vandenberg, Hotovy, Bruce Meysenburg, Pat Meysenburg and Kobus.  
Voting NAY:  None.  The motion carried and Resolution No. 20-2020 was passed and approved 
as follows: 
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 City Administrator Clayton Keller stated that the State had some changes that they 
wanted to make to the agreement that was passed a few weeks ago, and they benefit the City 
and give the City more flexibility. 
 
 City Attorney Egr stated that from a legal standpoint there were no problems with the 
changes that were made by the State. 
 
 Council member Bruce Meysenburg made a motion to approve the Economic 
Opportunity Program Agreement with the State of Nebraska, Department of Transportation for a 
turn lane from Highway 15 onto “S” Street.  Council member Pat Meysenburg seconded the 
motion.  Voting AYE:  Council members Hotovy, Bruce Meysenburg, Pat Meysenburg, Kobus, 
Trowbridge and Vandenberg.  Voting NAY:  None.  The motion carried and the agreement 
follows: 
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 Mayor Zavodny opened the public hearing at 7:16 p.m. for the purpose of hearing 
support, opposition, criticism, suggestions or observations of taxpayers relating to amending the 
budget.   
 
 City Administrator Clayton Keller explained that there were some unanticipated 
expenses in the current fiscal year and that is why it is necessary to amend the budget.  Some 
of those items include the downtown project, the State of Nebraska grant for Timpte that had to 
be run through the City, assumption of debt for the ball fields, sewer slip lining project, the 
airport taxiway project, football field lighting and the expenses incurred with the house at 715 N. 
4th Street.   
 

 Mayor Zavodny asked if the Public had any comments concerning the Public 
Hearing.  There being no further comments, Mayor Zavodny declared the Public Hearing closed 
at 7:18 p.m.   
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 Council member Hotovy introduced Ordinance No. 1354 amending the budget for the 
City of David City for fiscal year 2019 – 2020.  Mayor Zavodny read Ordinance No. 1354 by title.   
 
 Council member Hotovy made a motion to suspend the statutory rule that requires an 
Ordinance to be read on three separate days.  Council member Pat Meysenburg seconded the 
motion.  Voting AYE:  Council members Kobus, Vandenberg, Bruce Meysenburg, Hotovy, 
Trowbridge, and Pat Meysenburg.  Voting NAY:  None.  The motion carried. 
 
 Council member Hotovy made a motion to pass and adopt Ordinance No. 1354 on the 
third and final reading.  Council member Bruce Meysenburg seconded the motion.  Voting AYE:  
Council members Bruce Meysenburg, Trowbridge, Vandenberg, Hotovy, Pat Meysenburg and 
Kobus.  Voting NAY: None.  The motion carried and Ordinance No. 1354 was passed on 3rd and 
final reading as follows: 
 

ORDINANCE NO.  1354 

AMENDING THE ANNUAL BUDGET    
 

 AN ORDINACE OF THE CITY OF DAVID CITY, NEBRASKA, AMENDING THE 
BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF DAVID CITY; TO PROVIDE FOR THE REPEAL OF ANY 
ORDINANCE OR SECTION OF ANY ORDINANCE PASSED AND APPROVED PRIOR TO 
THE PASSAGE, APPROVAL, AND PUBLICATION OR POSTING OF THIS ORDINANCE, TO 
PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE THEREOF; AND TO AUTHORIZE PUBLICATION IN 
PAMPHLET FORM. 
 
 WHEREAS, a Notice of Public Hearing was published in the local Banner Press on July 
16, 2020 stating that the governing body would meet on the 22nd day of June, at 7:15 p.m. at the 
City Office, 557 N 4th Street for the purpose of hearing support, opposition, criticism, 
suggestions or observations of taxpayers relating to amending the budget which was originally 
adopted on the 11th day of September, 2019; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Public Hearing provided a summary of the proposed revised budget and 
a summary of the originally adopted budget; and 
 
 WHEREAS, no one from the public expressed opposition to amending the budget. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF DAVID CITY, BUTLER COUNTY, NEBRASKA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 SECTION 1. That the budget for the City of David City is hereby amended as presented 
in the Notice of Public Hearing and approved at the July 22, 2020, Council Meeting.    
 
 SECTION 2. That any ordinance or section of any ordinance passed and approved prior 
to or subsequent to the passage, approval, and publication or posting of this ordinance and in 
conflict with its provisions, is hereby repealed.  
 
 SECTION 3. This ordinance shall be published in pamphlet form and shall take effect 
and be in full force from and after its passage, approval, and publication or posting as required 
by law.  
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 PASSED AND APPROVED this 22nd day of July, 2020. 
 
 
 
 

                                                                           
Mayor Alan Zavodny 
 

                                                                            
Deputy City Clerk Tami Comte 
 
 
 
 
 Leah Meyer, Program Manager for the Nebraska Recycling Council was present and 
gave a presentation regarding the options for garbage and recycling.  
 
 Leah Meyer said, “I will begin by reviewing what I’ve heard to be some of the primary 
concerns.  I want to hear from you that I’m not running on in an area that is not useful to you or 
into what you need right now.  In talking with Clayton and Chris, the two areas of strongest 
concerns are regarding the actual collection of garbage as well as recycling, with a 
consideration of going to a contracted hauler and the recycling center itself.  Up to this point, 
until very recently, materials have not been able to be moved due to the cost, low commodity 
cost of the materials, low return and, of course, the rate of transportation and everything that 
goes along with the expense of a recycling center.  Some concerns about the equipment and 
possibly a relationship with the materials recovery facility are a consideration as well.  That’s the 
summary that I have.  Can you all confirm that those are the primary concerns or if there are 
other areas that need to be addressed?” 
 
 Mayor Zavodny said, “I think that covers my understanding of what our situation is.” 
 
 Leah Meyer said, “To start with the question about going to a contracted hauler, right 
now, David City has open hauling, allowing residents to subscribe to the garbage collection of 
their choice, and to my understanding, there may only be one provider that actually provides 
recycling.  Each hauler is going to charge at the residential and individual rate or a rate based 
on their own company.  Before you, I have an overview of southeast Nebraska, a qualitative 
survey that we began in January of this year.  We had about a seventy percent response rate, 
so while this is by no means one hundred percent participation, it is comprehensive of what 
recycling, contracted recycling and garbage collection looks like for some of the communities 
here in southeast Nebraska that you may be able to find a comparable comparison.  You can 
see here that the average rate of recycling and garbage collection with a contracted hauler is 
approximately $15 per month for a household.  This varies, based on, possibly, if the household 
wants a can.  Some of these communities only collect recycling twice a month, or once every 
other week.  But, in general, we have found that contracted garbage collection and recycling is 
less expensive for the resident and plus additional benefits to community, namely in consistency 
in pickup and less wear and tear on the streets.  Clayton has shared with me that there are 
concerns from the City Council about whether any provider would actually bid and whether the 
size of David City is large enough or if there are enough haulers in the area.  I provided the 
second table below.  The first table is to demonstrate the number of haulers in the region, in 
Butler County as well as the contiguous counties.  You can see that there are, of the haulers 
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operating in these counties, that quite a few of them have won the bid for these communities 
that are listed above that have garbage and recycling.  Are there any questions on that?” 
 
 Mayor Zavodny said, “Maybe I’ve been led astray on this, but it was my understanding 
that Waste Connections wasn’t doing that anymore.  This has become so volatile over the past 
six months to a year, with cardboard dropping the price to almost zero, so the difference in what 
it takes to even collect it and then haul it anywhere became cost prohibitive.  Has anything 
changed?  What is the difference of being able to do it where we can’t?” 
 
 Leah Meyer said, “I guess I would have the question of, is David City able to have your 
own ability to haul?  Do you have your own equipment or material? 
 
 Mayor Zavodny said, “We haven’t.  What we did is that we just housed the trailers and 
when they got full, they would come and get it.  We were paying a person to collect it and just 
the expenses of fixing our equipment, which is obviously older because we’ve been doing it a 
while.  I think that we got to a crossroads and why this Council is starting to think about it is that 
the price went away, our loss grew significantly.” 
 
 Leah Meyer said, “Absolutely.  I’ve been hearing that from other recycling centers in 
southeast, as well as throughout Nebraska.  As you recently learned, it’s hard to move that 
material and the price does fluctuate considerably.  I would separate these two points, the 
curbside garbage collection and introducing the curbside recycling, if that is of interest.  
Separate that from the recycling center and that issue entirely, because with the contracted 
hauling, you would have that question, or that concern of being able to move the materials 
would be built into the contract and there are ways to do it where, the City, at a certain point, 
may get a return on commodity, if there is a return, but otherwise, your residents would be 
paying more of that flat rate without those price fluctuations.” 
 
 Mayor Zavodny said, “The numbers that you provided, some are significantly less than 
what our residents are seeing, so that’s a concern because there has been a large growth in our 
expenses in garbage hauling.  So, that’s one concern and, I guess, from logistics from what 
you’ve seen, does every utility address get put into the mix for the bid, or how are cities doing 
that?  How do they structure the bid?” 
 
 Leah Meyer said, “So, on the reverse page, the majority of these communities are 
carrying that bill on their water/sewer.  We like to look to Broken Bow as a really good example, 
who actually add an administrative fee for certain costs which I list here to be – some of the 
repair concerns that have been brought up, could go directly to the general fund or toward some 
of the households that may not be as able to manage that which have a discount.  That, I’ve 
seen a bit of a challenge, but worth exploring.  But, in any case, to your question, I’ve really only 
seen it done on a water/sewer bill.  I will say that Union has their hauler bill their residents 
separately and, you can see on the first page that their garbage collection and recycling is 
actually the highest.  In their contract they agreed to annual increases based on completion and 
costs.  They also did not include a non-compete Ordinance so other haulers were able to come 
in and subscribe.  It’s not a sustainable model.  You don’t have to have the annual increases in 
your contract.  It really depends on how it’s constructed.  I included it in there as an option.  But, 
the majority of communities will have it on their water/sewer bill.” 
 
 Council member Kobus said, “Does Nebraska have any laws on recycling for towns, like 
they used to, that mandates a certain type?  Do they still have that?” 
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 Leah Meyer said, “So, Clayton brought up that concern.  There is no current mandate 
that communities must provide recycling.  I’ve only seen regional municipal ordinances, but not 
here in Nebraska.  The closest that I’ve seen is a northern town in Kansas, so it’s nothing to be 
worried about in this instance.” 
 
 Mayor Zavodny said, “Are there other questions?” 
 
 Leah Meyer said, “Regarding curbside collection specifically.” 
 
 Council member Trowbridge said, “It appears that the basis that your organization 
comes from deals with organized trash and recycling and collection systems, which we don’t 
have.  We have open, and we don’t have one hundred percent of the people contracted with a 
carrier.  The carriers won’t tell us how many they have.  Does that sound reasonable for most 
communities?” 
 
 Leah Meyer said, “In a survey of southeast Nebraska, we found about half of the 
communities have contracted hauling and the other half to be open hauling.  Our organization, 
we don’t push for either one or the other.  We do find that recycling rates do go up with 
contracted recycling, which is why we promote it, or rather support it.  We support communities 
that want to build that, because it does increase recycling rates.  But, ultimately, we want what’s 
best for your community, so if that means having a trailer in town and looking for the best ways 
to move that trailer, currently having a recycling center and how to address some of the 
concerns there, we take your advisement and consultation on that.” 
 
 Council member Trowbridge said, “Is the expectation of the State of Nebraska that each 
community be responsible for garbage collection and disposal at a certified site.  Are we 
responsible for seeing that happens?” 
 
 Leah Meyer said, “For garbage?” 
 
 Council member Trowbridge said, “Is the City responsible for seeing that our citizens’ 
refuse goes to a certified landfill?” 
 
 Leah Meyer said, “I really wouldn’t be able to make a statement on what the State of 
Nebraska would require.” 
 
 Mayor Zavodny said, “Ok.  A couple more questions.  When we lived in Fairbury, they 
operated their own city garbage service and we certainly don’t want that option because that is 
just a hassle, another department and all kinds of expense with that.  I know that one of the 
concerns has been, and I don’t think it’s just been anecdotal, I think we have a lot of citizens 
who don’t have any garbage hauling.  We do know that some of it ends up in trash cans, 
maybe, in the park.  So, I think that having it be part of the City services, is probably a good 
idea.  I have a hard time believing that every utility payer doesn’t generate some garbage.  It’s 
just impossible to imagine.  It has to really be one hundred percent compliance.  Since I just got 
this, I really haven’t had time to look at it, but I’m assuming that the person that you have listed 
from Baird-Holm, they are the expert at writing the non-compete clauses that would cover the 
City.  So, your expertise is recycling.  Where is it going now?  Why did this get to where we are 
at?” 
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 Leah Meyer said, “That’s a really good question.  So, where to start.  You are already 
addressing or recognizing some of the local influences so I, personally, with talking to haulers 
have heard directly from them that things like the Lincoln Ordinance that cardboard could no 
longer be sent to the landfill has flooded the market with cardboard and it dropped the price, 
making it difficult to move.  That, regionally, Nebraska is just a micro influence on the market.  
We do have, in Nebraska, Kansas and Missouri, there are markets and mills that can process 
that.  There are some materials where, plastics one and two, highly valuable plastics, depending 
on the end market of the mill that the processing center uses, they may or may not be accepting 
materials at the time that the processing center wants to send them out.  It’s a challenging chain 
that a lot of the organizations in the Midwest and throughout the country are looking to, kind of, 
direct policy changes towards.  In the meantime, you’ll see that this is a service that residents 
are asking for and you’ll see that it diverts landfills from filling up as quickly.  So, we do see that 
it does have benefits directly to the community and we hope to grow it larger so that it’s not as 
much of a financial burden on communities as time goes on.” 
 
 Mayor Zavodny said, “Alright.  Anything else that you think you need to share with us?” 
 
 Leah Meyer said, “I wanted to address the recycling center concern.  Again, I’ll give a 
regional example.  The recycling center in David City, I understand, is owned by the City.  In 
terms of management of the center, if it becomes a burden on the City.  I would have you look 
to Beatrice, who owns their center but leases it out to, I believe, Sanitary Garbage.  I’ve also 
heard from Clayton about some frustrations about the equipment there as well as the 
relationship with the processing center.  So, those are all steps that could be taken, and we’re 
here to support it.” 
 
 Mayor Zavodny said, “Besides Beatrice, how many other communities choose that 
option?” 
 
 Leah Meyer said, “Leasing?” 
 
 Mayor Zavodny said, “Yes.  Are there very many others?” 
 
 Leah Meyer said, “Here in Southeast Nebraska, the majority are privately owned.  Yours 
and Beatrice are the only ones coming to mind that are city owned.” 
 
 Mayor Zavodny said, “That’s good to know.  I would go on record as saying that I know 
that our citizens loved it and were certainly very good about utilizing it.  You saw the same 
people every week bringing their weekly stuff.  The economics have changed so drastically that 
we have to look at something else.  Any other questions?  Anything else that you want to 
cover?” 
 
 Joan Vandenberg said, “Are you just talking about the recycling and not the garbage 
individual pickup?” 
 
 Mayor Zavodny said, “We’re talking about all of the options that we have available 
because it might be a combination system.  It could be leasing the recycling center.” 
 
 Joan Vandenberg said, “My concern, why I’m here, is a single household going to be 
charged the same as a family of six, with this?” 
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 Mayor Zavodny said, “That’s a really good question.  To me, what keeps the price down 
for everyone is economies of scale.  I think those companies realize that some people are going 
to have very small amounts of garbage and a family of six or eight is going to use a lot more so I 
think that there are some averages that goes on in that consideration.  So, to be competitive, 
they are going to have to bid based on what an average would be.” 
 
 Joan Vandenberg said, “I’ve been talking to different people and I pay a lot less than 
most of them do.” 
 
 Mayor Zavodny said, “That’s what we are seeing.  Most of the people that we have been 
talking to, theirs has gone up exponentially.  That’s a great question.” 
 
 Jim Angell said, “If it’s going to be on everybody’s utility bill, I’ve heard it tonight that not 
everybody is paying for a garbage service.  I don’t pay for a garbage service either, not directly.  
Indirectly, I do, because it’s part of my rent in Lakeside Estates.  It’s also part of the rent where I 
have my business because my landlord there has a dumpster and he said that I can use it, but 
it’s figured in my rent.  How do you address that?” 
 
 Mayor Zavodny said, “I think that what happens is that they are going to have a utility bill 
at your business and I think that where you live is a little more complicated of an issue, because 
that’s almost a community dump spot for the people who live there.  There’s a lot to be worked 
out.  We’re on step two of probably one hundred of considerations of how to make this work, 
even if we go that route.  I don’t think that we’re sitting here thinking that we’re going to reinvent 
the wheel.  What we’re going to do is figure out who is doing it best, and what are the best 
practices and see if we can incorporate those into a plan that we can execute.” 
 
 Council member Trowbridge said, “There are items beyond the scope of what we visited 
about tonight that affect these decisions.  Number one, will the garbage hauler, the Triple “S” 
from Shelby, U & I from Columbus, have the ability to make three or four dump trips per day, in 
the future?  The answer is, probably not if they have to go to Glenwood, Iowa or York, 
Nebraska, to unload, they are going to make half of the number of trips that they made before.  
Now, if the city puts in a transfer station, which is really a dream, that wouldn’t happen, or the 
county puts in a transfer station.  Now, how do you pay for the transfer station?  We don’t know 
those answers at this point in time and it significantly impacts where we go in the future.” 
 
 Mayor Zavodny said, “I would view that as a significant expense with probably DEQ.  
We’ve all driven down the highway, at least I have when I’m going to Wayne and get behind 
those trucks that don’t cover very well and stuff is flying at you.  It happens to me north of 
Schuyler all the time.  There are issues with hauling long distances.” 
 
 Council member Trowbridge said, “Columbus has a transfer station and they have a $2 
per month billing to every utility customer in the City of Columbus, which there are probably 
12,000 of them, twelve months out of the year, they get a $2 bill on their utilities.  Then, they 
have to pay for pickup of trash above that.” 
 
 Mayor Zavodny said, “I worry about the cost of a transfer station and maintenance.  My 
concern is, in the not too distant future, given the size of our landfill, that may be a required 
option that we’re stuck with.  Unless we have a hauler that can figure out a way to do it better.  
Thank you for your time and for sharing the information with us.” 
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 Deb Dinkelman was present and stated that she is President of the Friends of David 
City, LLC.  She stated that their group met with Eric Crouch from Miracle Recreation Co. to 
discuss equipment upgrades to the Jaycee Park on Ninth and M Street.  She stated that it would 
not be an expense to the City.  Their group is hoping to raise around $30,000 for the project.  
They want to add on to the existing park.  Jake Witter is doing an Eagle Scout project in which 
he is installing a bike rack and refurbishing the swing set at the Jaycee Park.  Deb Dinkelman 
asked if they could get City assistance for moving equipment and things that some city 
employees could possibly help get completed. 
 
 Council member Trowbridge stated that he would like to see rubber mulch used as a 
ground cover under the playground equipment because it will last so much longer.  There is a 
possibility that a recycling grant could be used for a part of the rubber mulch. 
 
 Council member Bruce Meysenburg made a motion to allow the Friends of David City, 
LLC to pursue improvements to the Jaycee Park at the corner of Ninth and M Street.  Council 
member Kobus seconded the motion.  Voting AYE:  Council members Vandenberg, Hotovy, Pat 
Meysenburg, Trowbridge, Kobus and Bruce Meysenburg.  Voting NAY:  None.  The motion 
carried. 
 
 Interim Water Supervisor Aaron Gustin stated that he was going to ask if he could 
purchase a used ISCO 5800 Sampler from Henningsen Foods, Inc., however they were able to 
locate an old portable sampler that is significantly smaller and he was able to repair it so that it 
will work until next fiscal year. 
 
 Council member Trowbridge made a motion to table purchasing a used ISCO 5800 
Sampler from Henningsen Foods, Inc. to a future date. Council member Hotovy seconded the 
motion.  Voting AYE:  Council members Trowbridge, Kobus, Hotovy, Vandenberg, Pat 
Meysenburg and Bruce Meysenburg.  Voting NAY:  None.  The motion carried. 
 
 Council member Trowbridge made a motion to accept the proposal from Latitudes 
Environmental, LLC to renew the NPDES Wastewater Permit in the amount of $1,875.  Council 
member Hotovy seconded the motion.  Voting AYE:  Council members Bruce Meysenburg, 
Hotovy, Pat Meysenburg, Kobus, Trowbridge, and Vandenberg.  Voting NAY:  None.  The 
motion carried. 
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 Deb Dinkelman, President of the Friends of David City, LLC asked if they would be 
allowed to host “Music in the Park” in the David City Park. 
 
 Council member Hotovy asked if they had checked with Four Corners Health Dept. 
regarding the event. 
 
 Deb Dinkelman stated that they had not checked with Four Corners Health Dept.  She 
stated that they wanted to get permission from the Council before they proceeded any further. 
 
 Council member Hotovy stated that they need to put together a solid plan with social 
distancing and how they planned to accomplish the guidelines.  He suggested that their group 
visit with some of the fair board members to see what they did for the county fair. 
 
 Council member Trowbridge made a motion to table the proposal by the Friends of 
David City to host “Music In The Park” in the David City Park.  Council member Pat Meysenburg 
seconded the motion.  Voting AYE:  Council members Vandenberg, Bruce Meysenburg, Kobus, 
Trowbridge, Hotovy and Pat Meysenburg.  Voting NAY:  None.  The motion carried. 
 
 Mayor Zavodny announced the culmination of Joan Kovar’s career in Public Service as 
an employee of the City of David City.   Mayor Zavodny read into the record Joan Kovar’s letter 
of resignation.  
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 Mayor Zavodny said, “We celebrate a career that had ups and downs, and putting up 
with me and the other people that you’ve had to put up with over the years and we appreciate 
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that.  You’ve seen a lot of changes in David City in that amount of time.  To have a dedicated 
public servant like that is certainly rare.  I don’t know that we’ve seen very many people break 
that kind of a record for years of service.  It seems like people now will go across the street for a 
new job for an extra dime.  Your dedication and loyalty and service to the City did not go 
unnoticed and is very much appreciated.  We commend her 48 years of dedicated service to the 
citizens of David City.  Would anyone else like to address Joan and I would give you a minute if 
you want to say anything.” 
 
 Council member Trowbridge said, “Yes.  As Joan knows, through eight years of direct 
contact with me, I can be difficult.  I have always appreciated the attitude that you took when we 
differed in opinions and you never took it personally.  I’ve always appreciated that and 
respected it.  Thank you.” 
 
 City Clerk-Treasurer Joan Kovar said, “Thank you.  I was very fortunate to have 
wonderful mayors, council members and city administrators to work with and wonderful 
employees that were always there to help me and still are.  I have Tami and Lori and Shelly in 
the office and they are absolutely wonderful.  I’ll have a computer problem and Lori will sit down 
and in a few minutes she’s got it figured out and so I have no doubt that they will all do a great 
job in continuing in the office and I just want to say thank you and I just really appreciate the 48 
years that I had with the City.  I will miss it, I really will, but it’s time to let somebody else take 
over.  I appreciate all of you guys working with me all of these years and I really appreciate it.” 
 
 Council member Trowbridge made a motion to accept City Clerk Joan Kovar’s 
resignation/retirement, with regret.  Council member Hotovy seconded the motion.  Voting AYE:  
Council members Hotovy, Vandenberg, Pat Meysenburg, Kobus, Trowbridge and Bruce 
Meysenburg.  Voting NAY:  None.  The motion carried. 
 
 Mayor Zavodny said, “I can’t let this pass without saying “thank you” and on behalf of the 
citizens of this city present and former, thank you for everything you’ve done and we salute 
you!” 
 
 Mayor Zavodny, all of the Council members and members of the public gave Joan Kovar 
a round of applause. 
 
 Mayor Zavodny stated that the next item on the agenda was appointing an interim City 
Clerk-Treasurer, which he would recommend appointing Tami Comte to that position and asked 
if there was any discussion on that. 
 
 Council member Hotovy said, “Is there a reason to have an Interim?” 
 
 Mayor Zavodny said, “It’s a consideration.” 
 
 Council member Hotovy said, “If that just ends up being a perpetual thing that we’re 
going to end up adjusting anyway, then…” 
 
 Council member Trowbridge said, “If we’re going to do a search, then it should be an 
interim, but if you’re not…” 
 
 Council member Hotovy said, “If you’re not going to do a search, then why not just 
appoint her as City Clerk and leave the interim title off?” 
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 Mayor Zavodny said, “I’m going to give you a really simple explanation.  I did not want to 
make that decision in a vacuum.  I thought that should come from this Council.” 
 
 Council member Hotovy said, “That’s fair.  I don’t understand why we would leave it 
interim.” 
 
 Mayor Zavodny said, “To me, where are you going to find someone more qualified to do 
the job?” 
 
 Council member Meysenburg said, “Nobody knows the office like she does.” 
 
 There was discussion on how the agenda item was worded and what action should be 
taken. 
 
 Council member Hotovy made a motion to appoint Tami Comte as Interim City Clerk-
Treasurer effective August 10, 2020 and asked to have an agenda item for the next meeting to 
appoint her as City Clerk-Treasurer.  Council member Bruce Meysenburg seconded the motion.  
Voting AYE:  Council members Kobus, Vandenberg, Pat Meysenburg, Bruce Meysenburg, 
Trowbridge and Hotovy.  Voting NAY:  None.  The motion carried. 
 
 Council member Trowbridge made a motion to appoint Lori Matchett as Interim Deputy 
City Clerk effective August 10, 2020.  Council member Hotovy seconded the motion.  Voting 
AYE:  Council members Bruce Meysenburg, Kobus, Pat Meysenburg, Trowbridge, Vandenberg 
and Hotovy.  Voting NAY:  None.  The motion carried. 
 
 Council member Hotovy made a motion to go into executive session to discuss the Law 
Enforcement Contract between the City of David City and Butler County.  Council member 
Vandenberg seconded the motion.  Voting AYE:  Council members Pat Meysenburg, 
Trowbridge, Hotovy, Vandenberg, Kobus and Bruce Meysenburg. Voting NAY:  None.  The 
motion carried. 
 
 Mayor Zavodny stated, “Now at 8:21 p.m. we are going into executive session to discuss 
the Law Enforcement Contract between the City of David City and Butler County.”  Mayor 
Zavodny, all of the Council members, City Administrator Keller, City Attorney Egr, and Deputy 
City Clerk Comte went into executive session at 8:21 p.m. 
 
 City Attorney Jim Egr stated that a motion and second was not needed to come out of 
executive session.  Therefore, Mayor Zavodny declared the City Council out of executive 
session at 9:07 p.m. 
 

There being no further business to come before the Council, Council member Hotovy 
made a motion to adjourn.  Council member Trowbridge seconded the motion.  Voting AYE:  
Council members Hotovy, Bruce Meysenburg, Pat Meysenburg, Kobus, Trowbridge and 
Vandenberg.  Voting NAY: None.  The motion carried and Mayor Zavodny declared the meeting 
adjourned at 9:07 p.m.  
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 CERTIFICATION OF MINUTES 
 July 22, 2020 
 
 I, Tami Comte, duly qualified and acting Deputy City Clerk for the City of David City, 
Nebraska, do hereby certify with regard to all proceedings of July 22nd, 2020; that all of the 
subjects included in the foregoing proceedings were contained in the agenda for the meeting, 
kept continually current and available for public inspection at the office of the City Clerk; that 
such subjects were contained in said agenda for at least twenty-four hours prior to said meeting; 
that the minutes of the meeting of the City Council of the City of David City, Nebraska, were in 
written form and available for public inspection within ten working days and prior to the next 
convened meeting of said body; that all news media requesting notification concerning meetings 
of said body were provided with advance notification of the time and place of said meeting and 
the subjects to be discussed at said meeting. 
 
 
 
            
        Tami Comte, Deputy City Clerk 
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